City of Reidsville Press Release – February 10, 2011
Amended ordinances designed
to protect, ensure animals’ safety

New rules are now in effect to protect animals and ensure their safety within the Reidsville city limits.


The Reidsville City Council approved amendments to four animal control ordinances earlier this year. The Reidsville Police Department has begun enforcement efforts, which are designed to provide a better quality of life for outdoor pets.


Cities across the state have been considering the issue of tethering, which is defined by Reidsville City Ordinance as securing an animal to an anchor point to restrain or confine the animal to a desired area by means of a fixed tether or a trolley system. The trolley system allows the animal to roam along a running cable line.

The new regulations do not allow chains, ropes and non-cable wires to secure animals, according to Police Chief Edd Hunt. As an example, he highlighted for Council members an incident where a dog suffered from exposure to snow and foul weather around the Christmas holidays because it was tethered and unable to reach its dog house, food or water bowl. These amended ordinances should help officers when inhumane treatment of animals is discovered, he said.
The civil fines for violation of these ordinances are as follows: First Violation, $50.00; Second Violation, $100.00; and Third and Subsequent Violations, $200.00.
The amended ordinances dealing with enclosures and tethering are paraphrased below. Copies of the complete revised animal control ordinances are available from Reidsville Police Officers, including Animal Control, as well as the City Clerk’s Office.
Section 3-6 Enclosures

Outdoor enclosures, defined as fences, pens, cages, buildings or any structure utilized to confine or contain animals, must be at least 100 square feet. Enclosures shall be maintained at all times in a clean and sanitary condition so as not to constitute a public nuisance. Waste shall not be permitted to accumulate, but shall be removed and disposed of in a sanitary and lawful manner.

Enclosures, shelters or tethered animals must not be nearer than 100 feet from any residence located on adjacent property. Any animal confined unattended outdoors must have proper protection from the weather.  Animals must have adequate shade and shelter with a roof, floor and three sides to prevent exposure to the weather.  The shelter must be large enough to allow the animal to turn in a circle without touching the shelter walls.  The shelter must contain dry bedding in the cooler months and adequate ventilation during the warmer months.  Enclosures containing multiple animals must provide adequate shelter for each animal within the enclosure area.

Section 3-7 – Tethered Animals

A)-Fixed

Tethered animals must be attached to a swiveled ground anchor by a coated cable wire at least 15 feet in length and of sufficient strength to restrain the animal without breaking.  Chains, ropes and non-cable wire are not acceptable types of tethers.  All tethers must have swivels attached at both ends to prevent twisting.  The tether must be arranged so as to be free from obstacles that may limit the movable length of the tether.  Tethers must be attached to a safe and secure harness or collar.  The tether cable wire may not be used as a collar.  Shelter and water must be present and always within reach of a tethered animal.  If a tethered animal cannot reach its shelter or water due to a tangled or shortened tether or if the tether does not meet the requirements of this ordinance, the owner or keeper of the animal is considered to be in violation.

B)-Running Cable Line or “Trolley System”

A running cable line (minimum of 15 feet in length) must be firmly secured to fixed anchor points (i.e. - posts, trees or fences) and attached at least four feet but not more than seven feet above ground. The tether shall be attached to the running line and must have a swivel at both ends to prevent entanglement and must have a stopper device attached near each end of the running cable line to prevent the cable wire tether from entangling around the anchor points. Tethers must be attached to a safe and secure harness or collar.  The tether cable wire may not be used as a collar.  Only one animal may be tethered to a single running cable line or trolley system. Shelter and water must be present and always within reach of the tethered animal.  If the tethered animal cannot reach the shelter or water due to a tangled or shortened tether, or if the running cable line or trolley system does not meet the requirements of this ordinance, the owner or keeper of the animal is considered to be in violation.

Any questions concerning this amended City Ordinances may be referred to Lt. Lee Edmonds at the Reidsville Police Department, 336-347-2304.
