City of Reidsville Press Release – February 21, 2011
Repairs to dam spillway will mean
lower water level at Lake Reidsville


Visitors to Lake Reidsville will see a lower water level while repairs are done to the lake’s dam spillway.


City officials discovered in mid-December that one of the concrete slabs adjacent to the lake’s central spillway had collapsed due to undercutting and erosion beneath the concrete. They immediately notified the State and had an engineering firm evaluate the situation.


At its December meeting, the Reidsville City Council authorized that Greensboro firm, Schnabel Engineering, to prepare a plan for temporary repairs to the spillway. The North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources has approved those temporary repairs, which will begin next week. In January, the City Council approved the creation of a permanent repair plan for the dam spillway.


The State has requested that the City lower the elevation of the water at Lake Reidsville to four feet below normal pool elevation until the permanent repairs are finished. Officials will use siphoning equipment brought in to help draw the lake down. While the cost of permanent repairs still remains unknown, the lake could be down for a lengthy period of time, perhaps as much as a year.

While these repairs will have an impact on recreational use of Lake Reidsville, the biggest inconvenience will be the owners of large boats, who may have difficulty getting into the water. 


Interim City Manager Michael J. Pearce assured City Council members last week that even with the lower lake level, Lake Reidsville will still be at 70% capacity, meaning the City will have a 480-day supply of water on hand. The City also has at its disposal its backup water supply, Lake Hunt, if needed.

Inspectors also looked at Lake Hunt as part of this process and minor repairs will be done due to deterioration there. That work is expected to be done in June of this year.
