City of Reidsville Press Release – Release Date June 21, 2011
Pearce named Reidsville City Manager

Mayor James K. Festerman announced this morning that Michael J. Pearce is the City of Reidsville’s new City Manager effective today.

Pearce, Reidsville’s Director of Community Development since 1992, has been serving as Interim City Manager since February 1 when longtime Manager D. Kelly Almond retired.

The announcement came after a closed session of the Reidsville City Council held this morning to discuss personnel. Mayor Festerman said that Pearce has performed so well as Interim City Manager for the past five months that the Council unanimously selected him to the key position.


While Pearce had no previous City Manager experience, the Mayor said Pearce has shown grace under pressure since serving in the interim position. 
“The Council has been extremely impressed with Mr. Pearce’s ability to handle his duties as interim manager,” the Mayor noted. “Several instances have occurred in the past five months that have been highly unusual, and Mr. Pearce has responded with diligence, evenhandedness and creativity.

“As Mayor during this interim process, I have been approached by many citizens, fellow employees and other professional local government colleagues that have strongly encouraged me to consider Michael for the top job. He is obviously well liked and respected throughout our local community as well as the County and region.


“We received applications from qualified professionals from all across the country, but we felt when all was said and done, that we had the strongest candidate right here in Reidsville,” the Mayor continued.

“I am honored to be selected by the Mayor and City Council to follow Kelly Almond as City Manager for the City of Reidsville,” Pearce said.  “The last 19-plus years as an employee with Reidsville have been very rewarding, both professionally and personally to me, and I look forward to continuing my service to this great City as its City Manager.  
“I would like to thank the City Council for this opportunity as well as all of the City employees for their support during my tenure as interim manager.  Finally, I would like to thank the citizens of Reidsville for their kind words and support during my entire career, but particularly in these past few months,” Pearce said.

“The Council looks forward to a long and productive working relationship with Mr. Pearce,” Festerman said.

Pearce, 58, came to Reidsville in March of 1992 to work as Director of Planning and Code Enforcement, a title that would be changed to Director of Community Development in 1994. From 1976 until 1992, he worked for the City of Cumberland, Maryland, where he served in various planning positions with his last job there as Director of Community Development.
Pearce received his B.S. Degree in Urban Geography from Frostburg State College in Frostburg, Maryland in 1976. He earned his M.S. Degree in Management from Frostburg in 1981.

A member of the Reidsville Rotary Club, he is married to Rita Pearce, a teacher in the Exceptional Children program at Rockingham County High School. He enjoys golf, tennis and traveling.

A reception introducing Pearce as City Manager to the local community is being planned. Details will follow.

